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REVIEWS 


The Champlin Encyclopedia. 12v. 23cm. 
Chicago, Consolidated Book Publish- 
ers, 1947. c1924-1947. illus. ports. 
maps. diagrams. cloth, $59.50. Vol- 
umes not sold separately. 

This encyclopedia was begun “sev- 
enty years ago” by John Denison 
Champlin according to a statement in 
the preface. In 1924 extensive revision 
was undertaken and Champlin’s Young 
Folks’ Encyclopedia became The New 
Champlin Encyclopedia for Young 
Folks. Copyright dates indicate re- 
visions in 1936 (reviewed in Subscrip- 
tion Books Bulletin, January 1937) and 
1946. The 1947 edition under considera- 
tion is called The Champlin Encyclo- 
pedia. 

The set is intended to be a general 


encyclopedia for quick reference in the 
home. It consists of two volumes on 
each of the following: Persons; Places 
and Events; Literature, Art and Myth- 
ology; and Plants and Animals; and 
four volumes on Science and Invention. 
Information is treated under many 
specific topics with few large general 
headings. In Plants and Animals, for 
example, there is no general article on 
Plants; each is listed under its specific 
name. Headings use popular rather 
than exact terminology. The Service- 
men’s Readjustment Act is listed under 
Bill of Rights, G.I., in Places and Events 
without cross reference. Biographical 
entries in Persons are frequently nick- 
names or pseudonyms, as Buffalo Bill 
for William F. Cody, with a cross 
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reference from Cody. 

The publishers claim that between the 
1936 and the 1947 editions, over 600 
pages, thousands of illustrations, and 
hundreds of new articles have been 
added and that hundreds of articles 
have been rewritten or expanded to 
make this “a truly modern encyclo- 
pedia.” 

The revision is much less extensive 
than appears at first glance, since em- 
phasis is on changed appearance. Of 
the pages added, only about 1/6 are 
text. Over 500 pages are plates of 
full-bled illustrations, unpaged. These 
500 pages include over 2,000 of the 2,100 
new individual pictures. Only about 
100 are distributed throughout the text. 
Most of the scattered added illustrations 
are decorative sketches at the begin- 
ning of each letter of the alphabet in 
the five subject divisions of the set. 

These new illustrations are not well 
related to the text, and, in some cases, 
are more decorative than informative. 
Often cross references, articles, and 
parts of articles have been dropped in 
their favor. In Persons, thirteen of the 
new sections of pictures have been 
thrown into the alphabetical arrange- 
ment under general headings, such as, 
American Painters, Early Pioneers, and 
One World, although there are no text 
entries for these particular headings. 
Picture sections on particular persons 
are in the proper location and add to 
biographies of Franklin, Jefferson, 
Lincoln, Ernie Pyle, Roosevelt, and 
Washington. 

Old illustrations seem blurred and 
foggy in many cases, probably because 
of worn plates, as the paper seems fair. 

Text addition of about one hundred 
pages has been accomplished, partly by 
inserting some pages with small Ro- 
man numerals, e.g., the article, Juvenile 
Literature (p. i-xxxii following p. 300) 


in Literature, Art and Mythology, and 
partly by lettering additional pages, as 
Electricity (pp. 320a, 320b, etc.) in 
Science and Invention. Paging has been 
added at the end of only one volume 
of the Encyclopedia. 

Space for revisions and new entries 
has been made chiefly by dropping en- 
tries and cross references, by running 
several additional lines on a page, and 
by dropping parts of articles. Occa- 
sionally good information has been cut 
out to provide space for newer but 
not always more important information. 
In the article on Hartford, for example, 
the history of the city has been cut 
out to put in the circus fire of 1944. A 
large percentage of the material has 
not been touched. As revision varies 
from subject to subject, a summary 
follows for each group of volumes. 

In Persons (Volumes 1, 2), over one 
hundred death dates have been added, 
over two hundred entries cut, fifty 
omitted, and about two hundred new 
entries added. About half of the new 
entries are for persons important in 
World War II or in the current govern- 
ments of the world. Authors, scientists, 
artists, musicians, etc., make up the 
other half. 

In Places and Events (Volumes 3, 4), 
about 60 new text entries have been 
added and about 30 dropped. Among 
these added entries are: the signed 
article on World War II; holiday en- 
tries; and miscellaneous topics such as 
Pan Americanism, Red Cross. Of over 
500 articles changed in any way, about 
160 have merely been cut, about 300 
have been altered to include a few 
facts on World War II, and over 100 
have new, dated population figures, in 
addition to facts on World War II. 
About 25 articles have been substan- 
tially rewritten and expanded. 1940 
census figures have not been given 
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consistently for American places, al- 
though this is the second revision since 
1940. No authority has been cited for 
new figures on European population, 
nor has indication been given that these 
figures must be estimates. 

The chief revision in Literature, Art 
and Mythology (Volumes 5, 6) consists 
of twelve new sections of illustrations 
with captions, two new long sections of 
Juvenile Literature (34p.) and Litera- 
ture (27p.), and about 60 new entries 
of a miscellaneous nature (Czechoslo- 
vakian Opera, East Lynne, Our Town, 
Xylophone). The new article on Juve- 
nile Literature includes a one-page list 
of “newer” books, some of which are 
already twelve years old. The “ex- 
tensive bibliography” mentioned in the 
preface includes only 38 titles besides 
the 25 Newbery Medal, and the nine 
Caldecott Medal winners. 

Changes affect about 70 of the 560 
pages of Plants and Animals (Volumes 
7, 8). The chief change in the text has 
been the substitution of signed articles 
for old ones, on such topics as Algae, 
Fungi, Mosquito, and Hawk. Ayrshire, 
Buzzard, and Kafir were among eight 
articles dropped. Nine new entries in- 
clude Bean Weevil, Daffodil, Deerfly, 
Dutch Elm Disease, Kookaburra, Kud- 
zu, Nymph, Swift (lizard), and Volvox. 
About 78 articles have been changed in 
addition to the signed articles, some re- 
written, some cut down for space, and 
the rest changed by adding new statis- 
tics or classification. Practically all the 
revisions occur on or in conjunction 
with the plates being changed for the 
first and last pages of a letter and for 
the signed articles. Great economy in 
plate change is effected by this. Seven 
of the 23 signed articles even occur on 
the first or last pages of a letter. 

The volumes on Plants and Animals 
have been revised more than improved. 


They are not much more useful than 
the 1936 edition (which publishers 
state to be the same as the 1933 ed.). 
They remain, however, the most valu- 
able volumes of the set, and would be 
useful to libraries, if they could still 
be purchased separately. 

About half, or over 300, of the new 
pages added to the Encyclopedia occur 
in the four volumes on Science and In- 
vention (v. 9, 10, 11, 12). Of these only 
about 50 pages are new text, and the 
rest are sections of new pictures. About 
70 articles were revised and new in- 
formation added. About 30 new articles 
take up subjects related to World War 
II (Amphibious Warfare, Atom Bomb, 
Jeep, Machine Gun, Radar, etc.). The 
rest of the new articles deal with gen- 
eral scientific topics of current in- 
terest, as Chemurgy, Nylon, Penicillin, 
Sulfa Drugs, etc. Many articles have 
new sections to bring them up to date, 
as Photography, Automobile, Aviation, 
etc. Seventeen entries were dropped. 
The format of these four volumes re- 
mains unattractive, and the text can- 
not compare with standard encyclo- 
pedias for coverage of scientific topics. 

Cross references seem few for a sub- 
ject set which has no index. Over 100 
entry cross references have been 
dropped from this edition. A few new 
ones have been added, and some in- 
serted in the articles (chiefly new en- 
tries), usually to refer to the new illus- 
trations. However, cross references are 
notably lacking from the text to these 
new illustrations, which leaves many of 
the pictures floating. In Persons, for 
example, the 13 new sections of illustra- 
tions with general subject headings 
(American Painters, One World, etc.) 
give 227 pictures of persons but ref- 
erences exist from only 21 articles, al- 
though there are articles on 137 of the 
persons. Changes in illustrations and 
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text have not always been reflected in 
the cross references. In Persons, 10 
cross references send the reader to 
pictures or articles no longer in the 
set. In Plants and Animals, 18 sketches 
at the beginning and end of most letters 
of the alphabet are not connected with 
the text. 

Coverage seems incomplete in many 
cases. In Places and Events, there are 
no entries on Bikini, UNESCO, Oak 
Ridge, Los Alamos, Depression, Dust 
Bowl, or Tennessee Valley Authority. 

In Persons, there is no entry for 
Adamic, Altgeld, Beerbohm, Katherine 
Cornell, or Charles Steinmetz. 

In Plants and Animals, articles are 
needed on such specific forms as hydra 
and paramecium, and on such general 
topics as animals, flowers, trees, and 
plants. 

There is no entry for logic, statistics, 
motion, or sociology in Science and In- 
vention. 

Errors of various kinds have been 
made. In Persons, wrong paging is 
given in references from Menuhin, 
Wyeth, and Alma-Tadema. In Places 
and Events, conclusions of articles on 
India (refers to “a free India of 1947’) 
and Pakistan (states received domin- 
ion status in 1947”) do not agree. An 
omitted figure “1” in the population of 
Kansas means a difference of a million. 
In Plants and Animals, the two halves 
of the article Bean do not match, as the 
first part is from the old article, and 
the half on the next page is part of a 
new signed article. Guides at the top 
of pages have not always been changed 
to correspond with text changes. Al- 
phabetizing is faulty in spots, as on 
page 159-160, Dingo, Dipper, Dioecious 
plant, Dinosaur. 

The style of writing has been im- 
proved in articles which have been re- 
vised. Emotional adjectives, such as 


“horrid,” have been omitted from en- 
tries in Plants and Animals. Some of 
the rather childish comments in Persons 
have been left out, particularly on 
Biblical characters (“a very bad man,” 
etc.). Many examples of poor style re- 
main, however, such as the comment on 
Beethoven, “When he was eleven, he 
could play very hard music.” 

Since separate volumes cannot be 
purchased by libraries, the set must be 
considered as a unit. Otherwise, as in 
the 1936 edition, Plants and Animals 
and perhaps, Persons could be recom- 
mended for individual purchase. Be- 
cause the set as a whole is not indexed 
or well integrated, and because it still 
lacks many classes of topics, as diseases 
and sports, it does not serve as a satis- 
factory encyclopedia. 

In spite of some usable material, the 
set still merits the 1937 evaluation: asa 
substitute or equivalent for a standard 
children’s (or family) encyclopedia, it 
cannot be recommended. 


Dictionnaire de Biographie Francaise, 
sous la direction de J. Balteau [and 
others]. Tomes I-III; fasc. 19-22 (A- 
Bablot). 28 cm. Paris, Librairie Le- 
touzey et Ané, 1933-47. paper. To be 
completed in 20 vols. at a price guar- 
anteed not to exceed $175, payable as 
parts are received. American dis- 
tributors: Boston, J. S. Canner & Co. 


This work is designed to fill the long- 
felt need for a dictionary of biography 
for France comparable to those which 
have been published for several other 
countries, such as the Allgemeine 
Deutsche Biographie, the Dictionary of 
National Biography, and, more recent- 
ly, the Dictionary of American Biogra- 
phy. Plans were laid and work begun 
as long ago as 1913, but owing to the 
first World War there was a long in- 
terim of inactivity and the first fascicule 
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did not appear until 1929. Three vol- 
umes of six fascicules each had been 
published when the second World War 
intervened; fascicule 19 was published 
in 1941, and 20 and 21/22 in 1947, bring- 
ing the publication into the second 
letter of the alphabet. 

There have been several changes 
among the directing personnel with the 
passage of years, but at all times ar- 
chivists have predominated. Michel 
Prévost of the Bibliothéque Nationale 
is now the senior director. A large pro- 
portion of the biographies are written 
by the editors or by a fairly small 
number of regular collaborators, large- 
ly archivists, professors, and librarians. 

The scope of the Dictionnaire de 
Biographie Francaise extends in time 
from ancient Gaul to persons deceased 
as recently as 1937 (an earlier terminal 
date, 1925, having been progressively 
revised). Sampling indicates a well- 
balanced distribution over the 
centuries. In choice of persons for in- 
clusion, the first volumes of the Dic- 
tionnaire go far beyond any work ever 
published for so large a country as 
France. The preface expresses an in- 
tention to include everyone who has 
made his mark, however little, on the 
history of the country. Many quite ob- 
scure persons are included within this 
definition, but comparison with various 
specialized lists (local biographies, 
members of particular groups such as 
the constituent assembly of 1848, etc.) 
shows that inclusion is systematic and 
remarkably complete. Those few who 
are omitted seem from the other sources 
to have been the least important in the 
special groups. 

Biographies are signed and are well 
documented with very full bibliogra- 
phies, usually from a wide variety of 
sources. The articles are primarily 
factual, but most of the longer ones, at 


least, attempt to give some assessment 
of the significance of an individual. 
Length of biography generally increases 
with the importance of the subject, but 
not always proportionately. The av- 
erage length of articles is less than one 
column, but a few run to ten columns 
or more. 

Names are entered under their most 
familiar forms, with references from 
other forms. Different persons of the 
same name are numbered for ease in 
reference, and a conspectus, which un- 
fortunately omits cross references, is 
placed at the beginning of the most 
common names (e.g., Adam, 146 names; 
Arnaud, 141 names). There are some 
articles on families. 

In the first postwar fascicule (20) 
there was announced a policy of making 
articles as short as possible consistent 
with scholarship, and of omitting minor 
personages, especially those of the early 
Middle Ages about whom little is 
known. In this way it was hoped to 
publish the dictionary more rapidly 
and to complete it in 20 volumes. 

Judging by comparison of alphabetic 
proportions with other lists of French 
names, continuation on the scale of 
volumes I-III would have resulted in 
a work of perhaps 80 volumes; and on 
the scale of the last fascicule published 
(21/22), in which the revised program 
may be in only partial operation, about 
50 volumes. 

It is apparent that the Dictionnaire 
must either restrict its inclusiveness or 
far outrun its planned size. Even if the 
scale is reduced, the completion of the 
alphabet will undoubtedly take a num- 
ber of years. Notwithstanding these un- 
certainties, it is a work of high quality 
and great importance, which will fill a 
serious gap in reference literature out- 
standingly if carried through on the 
present scale, and can still fill it well 





A listing in this Bulletin does not constitute a recommendation 








46 SusscripTion Booxs BuLLETIN 





even if the scale must be much re- 
duced. The price is paid only as parts 
are received, and has been fair in re- 
lation to the amount of material so far 
issued (e.g., 30 francs for a fascicule of 
128 solidly printed double-column 
pages in 1938). 

As is usual with French books, the 
work is issued in paper covers, to be 
bound by the subscriber. The fas- 
cicules would not stand heavy use be- 
fore binding. The inner margin is % 
inch. Each of the first three volumes 
contains about 1500 numbered columns, 
two to a page. 

The Dictionnaire de  Biographie 
Francaise is recommended for college, 
university and reference libraries which 
maintain scholarly collections extending 
beyond English language material and 
which keep in mind that publication 
may not proceed as scheduled. Other 
libraries may wish to defer purchase 
until more of the volumes have been 


published. 


Funk & Wagnalls New Standard Dic- 
tionary of the English Language; pre- 
pared by more than 380 specialists 
and other scholars under the super- 
vision of Isaac K. Funk, editor-in- 
chief, Calvin Thomas, consulting 
editor, Frank H. Vizetelly, managing 
editor. 31.5 cm. New York and Lon- 
don, Funk & Wagnalls Co., 1947. 
c1913-1946, xxxviii, 2814p. buckram 
$25; sheep $30; 2v. subscription ed. 
duroyd, $39.50. Educational discount, 
25% plus postage; Library discount, 
20% plus postage. 

The last full review of the Funk & 
Wagnalls Standard Dictionary to ap- 
pear in Subscription Books Bulletin 
was published in the issue of October 
1934; a supplementary article came out 
in April 1937. These earlier reviews 
cover details not here considered and 


they should therefore be consulted by 
the reader who is unfamiliar with the 
general character of the work. The 
purpose of the present investigation 
has been to determine the extent and 
thoroughness of the revision which the 
dictionary has undergone during the 
last ten years. 

The Funk & Wagnalls New Standard 
Dictionary’s popularity has been par- 
tially due to its concentration on the 
modern English language and to a 
combination of other features which has 
made it the type of reference work 
which can be consulted quickly and 
easily. Among these features have been 
the giving of modern meanings before 
older meanings, the placing of the ety- 
mology after the definition, and par- 
ticularly the including of all English 
words in a single alphabet. This em- 
phasis on ease of consultation doubtless 
explains why the editors have con- 
sistently pursued the policy of making 
all changes in the original plates of 
the dictionary which date back to 1913, 
rather than adding a supplement of 
new words which would be less ex- 
pensive and might provide for more up- 
to-date revision. 

To discover the extent of revision, a 
list of several hundred new terms which 
appeared during the last decade in the 
new words sections of the New Inter- 
national Yearbook, Britannica Book of 
the Year and the Britannica’s publica- 
tion entitled 10 Eventful Years was used 
for checking the Funk & Wagnalls New 
Standard Dictionary. Though it is con- 
ceded that certain terms on this list 
might not be considered suitable for 
use in a standard dictionary, the 
number of those which had been added 
was surprisingly small. Since the list 
contained a very large proportion of 
scientific and technical words, it fol- 
lows that the dictionary is far from 
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up to date in the fields of science and 
technology. Pare 

Another check was made by com- 
paring the “New Words” section in 
Webster’s New International Dictionary 
with the alphabet of the Funk & Wag- 
nalls New Standard. The checking of 
a sample of over 1000 of the “more than 
1700 new words and new meanings of 
old words” claimed to be in the former 
dictionary, showed that not a sixth of 
them are to be found in Funk & Wag- 
nalls. Though the most obvious and 
necessary changes have been made, the 
revision has been superficial. Words 
and phrases in everyday use such as 
dead pan, scorched earth, top-flight fail 
to appear. The first plate illustrating 
Motor Vehicles shows a picture of a 
station-wagon but the term does not 
occur at the proper place in the alpha- 
bet. Many of the new words and new 
meanings made familiar by the Second 
World War, e.g., evacuee, nisei, Quon- 
set-hut, stalag and reconvert go un- 
noticed. Perhaps the most serious 
omissions are words of a scientific and 
technical nature such as ack-ack, bomb 
bay, betatron, electron-microscope and 
rip-cord (of a parachute). Such recent 
medical and pharmaceutical terms as 
barbiturate, Benzedrine, estrogen, hy- 
pertension, Kenny method, Rh factor, 
streptomycin and truth serum were not 
found in Funk & Wagnalls New Stand- 
ard Dictionary. 

In their advertising circular the pub- 
lishers claim that “All the type is kept 
standing so that the editors may make 
such additions and alterations as are 
required with every new printing.” 
Examination of the work shows that 
many minor plate changes have been 
made in the text, but no complete page 
revisions, except in illustrations, have 
been discovered. 

It is necessary to remember that the 





method of revision practiced in Funk & 
Wagnalls New Standard almost invar- 
iably results in the loss of some useful 
old information for every new word and 
meaning added. Often this is a quota- 
tion which has served to clarify a defi- 
nition. One curious change made has 
been the addition of new senses for two 
obscure words—ping and pinfold with 
the accompanying deletion of the word 
ping-pong, surely one more frequently 
used than either of the above. 

The proper names in a dictionary are 
much less important to the librarian 
than the ordinary words of the 
language, because, normally, biographi- 
cal dictionaries, atlases, gazetteers and 
other specialized tools are used in li- 
braries. However, since proper names 
are included, they should be kept up to 
date. The checking of a list of persons 
prominent in world affairs, literature, 
science and the arts, during the last 
ten years, shows that Funk & Wagnalls 
New Standard contains a fair number 
of these people and that dates of death 
of persons who died during this period 
have usually, though not invariably, 
been added to the beginning of the year 
1944, with scattered examples of later 
additions. This dictionary seems more 
complete than Webster’s New Inter- 
national Dictionary in its inclusion of 
recent biographical data though certain 
of the articles on living persons are 
now out of date. A checking of terms 
taken from recent accounts of explora- 
tions and from articles on new place 
names shows the Funk & Wagnalls New 
Standard Dictionary to be deficient in 
recent geographical names. Likewise, 
the article entitled “Statistics of Popu- 
lation of the World” at the back of the 
volume is misleading since it still carries 
the statement “The figures are those of 
the last official census returns avail- 
able.” It is true that for most of the 
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American cities the 1940 census figures 
are given but for such countries as 
Canada, China, India, Palestine, Sweden 
and the Union of South Africa the cen- 
sus figures of the years 1920-1922 are 
still shown. 
No apparent change has been made 
in the list of foreign words and phrases. 
The publishers have given consider- 
able attention to the modernization of 
the graphic materials in Funk and 
Wagnalls New Standard. The two plates 
entitled “United States Military Air- 
planes” and “United States Military and 
Civilian Airplanes” are new and the 
diagrams on “Aviation” have been re- 
vised. Two new plates on “Modern 
Equipment, United States Army” have 
been added; plate I entitled “Motor 
Vehicles—Standard Body Types of Pas- 
senger Cars” and Plate II under 
Warships showing “Typical British War- 
ships” are completely revised. Appro- 
priate changes have been made in the 
plates on “National Airs and Patriotic 
Songs,” on “Seals of the United States,” 
and on “Signal-Flags, Pilot-Flags, and 
Weather and Storm-Flags.” A fair 
number of new illustrations have been 
substituted for outmoded ones, among 
others those illustrating the words 
amperemeter, gyroscope, lawn-mower, 
motorcycle, salute, and submarine. New 
diagrams of a rangefinder, a basketball 
court, an incubator and the strokes in 
swimming have been supplied. A few 
illustrations of outmoded types of com- 
mon objects such as the receiver and 
transmitter of a telephone still persist. 
In the October 1934 Subscription 
Books Bulletin review the statement 
was made that Funk & Wagnalls New 
Standard “is less up-to-date both in 
words and information than Webster 
. .” The library school students and 
instructors* who participated in the 
examination of the 1947 edition believe 


that the Funk & Wagnalls New Stand- 
ard is still a useful work and one very 
easily consulted. They are convinced, 
however, that its system of gradual 
revision of the old plates has not kept it 
abreast of the times and that after 
thirty-five years of excellent service 
it is now badly in need of thorough and 
complete overhauling. The Funk & 
Wagnalls New Standard Dictionary is 
therefore recommended for the sterling 
qualities which it has always possessed, 
but the buyer is warned not to be 
misled by the slogan “Always-up-to- 
date” which is used in its advertising 
material. 





*Classes in Advanced Bibliography and 
Reference at the University of Illinois and 
Western Reserve University under the di- 
rection of Rose B. Phelps and Helen M. 
Focke respectively. 

The International Who’s Who, 1948. 
Twelfth ed. 27cm. London, Europa 
Publications, Ltd., N. Y., Ziff-Davis 
Publishing Co. xix, 1032p. $16. 

The International Who’s Who has 
been published in twelve editions since 
1935, when it superseded the loose-leaf 
biographical material formerly included 
as the second volume of Europa. The 
1937 edition was reviewed in Subscrip- 
tion Books Bulletin for October 1937. 
It must not be confused with the Inter- 
national World Who’s Who (American 
Universities Research Publications) 
which was discussed in Subscription 
Books Bulletin for October 1947. 

The International Who’s Who has en- 
deavored since its beginning to gather 
in one volume biographical information 
about leading citizens of all countries 
and from a wide variety of professions 
so that searchers for material might find 
what facts they need without having to 
invest in, or search through innumer- 
able national biographical dictionaries. 
Many entries are also found for people 





A listing in this Bulletin does not constitute a recommendation 

















JuLy 1948 49 





from countries which have no regular 
“who’s who” type of publication. 

Since its initial appearance, when its 
citations were considered almost too 
abbreviated, it has expanded a great 
deal in length and detail of individual 
entry. The information about each per- 
son, according to the publisher, is based 
on a questionnaire, a sample of which 
follows the foreword of the book. 
Names, titles, and other honors, na- 
tionality, occupation, year of birth, are 
followed by condensed, dated, descrip- 
tive material on careers, present po- 
sition, principal publications, and 
addresses, complete in many cases. 

So great have been the changes in 
names included since the last review in 
Subscription Books Bulletin that the 
customary comparison between the 
edition reviewed earlier and the current 
one would be of little value. Instead, a 
number of sections in the 1948 edition 
were compared with that of 1947 for 
additions and deletions, and inclusion 
of names was compared with that in 
the Biographical Encyclopedia of the 
World, 1946 (reviewed in Subscription 
Books Bulletin in July 1946), Columbia 
Dictionary of Modern European Liter- 
ature, Whittaker’s Almanac, 1948, and 
Americana Annual, 1948. 

Many new names appear in the 1948 
edition, with almost every page show- 
ing additions from many countries and 
also much correction of older entries. 
Addresses in many cases have been 
changed; new publications, honors, 
added. There have also, of course, been 
many deletions. A spot check of per- 
sons formerly included in the Inter- 
national Who’s Who, who are listed in 
the 1948 Americana Annual necrology 
list, shows very thorough editorial 
scrutiny of the news. In the letters 
checked, names had been deleted for 
all who had died early in the year. If 


the death occurred too late to allow 
changes in page setup which deletion 
would necessitate, death dates have 
been added. Such dates as late as 
November 1947 were noted. 

A comparison with the Biographical 
Encyclopedia of the World showed great 
variations in the names included. Since 
the Biographical Encyclopedia of the 
World examined carries a 1946 copy- 
right, no exact comparison was possible. 
However, it was observed that less than 
one third of the entries were duplicated 
in the two works. The Biographical 
Encyclopedia of the World had many 
more Americans of rather minor im- 
portance, while the International Who’s 
Who shows a truly international cov- 
erage. 

A check of leaders of various coun- 
tries as given in the 1948 Whittaker’s 
Almanac, and of contemporary writers 
included in the Columbia Dictionary 
of Modern European Literature also 
showed a good and up-to-date repre- 
sentation in the International Who’s 
Who. 

Names are arranged alphabetically 
with numerous cross references for 
variant spellings, titles, pseudonyms, 
etc. References from the country to the 
given name of its ruler, are frequently 
found. Entries for authors seem to be 
under the name most commonly used; 
i.e., Bowen, Marjorie is used as a main 
entry, with cross references from her 
real name, Gabrielle Margaret Long, 
and from one of her other pseudonyms, 
George Runnell Preedy. Though the 
biographical entry under Bowen men- 
tions that she also writes under the 
name of Joseph Shearing, there is no 
cross reference from this latter name. 

Entries are printed two columns to 
a page, with names in heavy print and 
titles of publications, with dates, in 
italics. Print is large enough to be 
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easily read. Paper is opaque and 
margins excellent. The binding is a 
sturdy red fabrikoid. 

The International Who’s Who fulfills, 
as well as can be expected in a one- 
volume work, its aim at international, 
up-to-date coverage. It has kept a high 
standard for its inclusions and revisions, 
and should be useful in any libraries 
interested in international names in 
the news. Librarians who make the 
practice of replacing biographical dic- 
tionaries only in five- to ten-year 
intervals should consider this edition, 
even though the customary period of 
time has not elapsed, because of the 
great number of additions and correc- 
tions resulting from the postwar open- 
ing of avenues of communication closed 
for the war years. It is recommended. 


Religion in the Twentieth Century; 
ed. by Vergilius Ferm. 21.5 cm. New 
York, The Philosophical Library, 
01948. 470p. cloth $5. 


This volume contains twenty-seven 
chapters, each by a different author, 
offering a comparative study of various 
religious faiths in existence today. The 
table of contents shows coverage: 
Hinduism, by Swami Nikhilananda; 
Zoroastrianism, by Irach J. S. Tarapor- 
ewala; Jainism, by Shri Krishna Sak- 
sena; Buddhism, by Ananda Kentish 
Coomaraswamy; Taoism, by William 
James Hail; Confucianism, by Chan 
Wing-Tsit; Roman Catholicism, by 
Charles A. Hart; Shintéd, by Daniel 
Clarence Holtom; Islam, by Salma Bish- 
lawy; The Eastern Orthodox Church, 
by George Petrovich Fedotov; Sikhism, 
by Hilda Wierum Boulter; Conserva- 
tive Protestantism, by Andrew Kerr 
Rule; The Society of Friends, by 
Howard Haines Brinton; The Church of 
the New Jerusalem, by William Fred- 


eric Wunsch; Liberal Protestantism, by 
Conrad Henry Moehlman; Anglo- 
Catholicism, by W. Norman Pittenger; 
Church of Jesus Christ of the Latter- 
Day Saints, by LeRoy Eugene Cowles; 
The Bahai Cause, by Mirza Ahmad 
Sohrab; Reform Judaism, by Louis 
Israel Newman; Conservative Judaism 
by Simon Greenberg; Ethical Culture, 
by Henry Neumann; The Salvation 
Army, by Donald McMillan; Christian 
Science, by Arthur James Todd; Jeho- 
vah’s Witnesses, by Nathan Homer 
Knorr; The Ramakrishna Movement, 
by Swami Satprakashananda; Natural- 
istic Humanism, by Roy Wood Sellars; 
Reconstructionism, by Mordecai Mena- 
hem Kaplan. 

The editor is head of the Department 
of Philosophy of Wooster College, and 
has contributed articles to various ref- 
erence sets. He is editor-in-chief of 
Encyclopedia of Religion, published in 
1945 and reviewed in the Bulletin Jan- 
uary 1946. 

The following quotations from the 
preface will indicate the scope of the 
book. 

“What is in mind is a cross-section 
of the more important historical living 
religions . .. together with those young- 
er ... which are thriving healthfully 
in our day, and an appraisal of these 
religions in terms of our times. It is 
not a book on denominations or cults 
but of the larger divisions of religious 
ideologies and practices. 

“For the most part it has been the 
aim to seek out [as authors] actual 
representatives of the several faiths. 
Where this has not seemed possible . . . 
to find an interpreter whose scholar- 
ship is unquestioned in the field and 
whose acquaintance with the topic is 
intimate and sympathetic . . . [to] offer 
the reader a clear and concise state- 
ment of the main tenets of the religions 
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presented; something as to its history, 
its scope, its aims... membership 
(statistics and headquarters) .. .” 

Arrangement is chronological in so 
far as possible. Each article is preceded 
by a biographical sketch of its author, 
written by the editor, and is followed 
by a brief bibliography prepared by the 
author. The latter are well done ex- 
cept that in most cases the place of 
publication is indicated but the pub- 
lisher is not. 

Articles average about sixteen pages, 
the longest thirty-two and the shortest 
six pages. They are quite similar in 
length and scope to articles on these 
subjects available in encyclopedias, but 
are, in general, more readable. Pros- 
pective purchasers may want to com- 
pare this with similar titles published 
within the last year or two, eg., The 
Great Religions of the Modern World 
edited by Edward J. Jurji. The latter 
considers the same material, but in 
larger units, and follows the practice of 
Religion in the Twentieth Century in 
having articles written by an adherent 
to the faith under discussion, or an au- 
thority in the field. One author, Daniel 
Clarence Holtom, contributes the article 
on Shinté for each book. His article in 
The Great Religions of the Modern 
World is thirty-seven pages long, while 
in Religion in the Twentieth Century 
he writes only twelve pages. A com- 
parison of bibliographies shows nu- 
merous duplications, as might be ex- 
pected. 

The greatest difference in these two 
books is one of inclusiveness, Religion 
in the Twentieth Century giving hard- 
to-find information on some less well- 
known religions such as Bahai, Jainism, 
Reconstructionism and Swedenborgi- 
anism. Both editors state that they have 
preferred a popular, readable style to 
the scholarly approach. Both books in- 


clude biographical material and bib- 
liographies, and are adequately indexed. 
The medium-sized public library will 
not need both these books, but together 
they may be found useful in large ref- 
erence collections, and in the private 
libraries of clergymen. 

The average trade binding of the 
book is strong. The paper is of fair 
quality. 

As a concise, readable work on com- 
parative religion Religion in the Twen- 
tieth Century is recommended for col- 
lege libraries and for those public 
libraries which need it. Many public 
libraries will find it useful for circula- 
tion. 


Webster’s New International Dictionary 
of the English Language, A Merriam- 
Webster; William Allan Neilson, 
editor-in-chief; Thomas A. Knott, 
general editor; Paul W. Carhart, 
managing editor. 2d ed. rev. and enl. 
3lcm. Springfield, Mass., G. & C. 
Merriam Co., 1948. c1909-1934. New 
Words Section c1939, 1945. cxii, 3210p. 
Regular paper styles: buckram $25; 
fabrikoid $30; 2v. buckram $30. India- 
paper styles: buckram $32.50; lea. $40. 
10% discount to schools and libraries. 
The second edition of Webster’s New 

International Dictionary was reviewed 

in Subscription Books Bulletin for Oc- 

tober 1934. For the general features of 
the work the reader is referred to this 
earlier review; the object of the pres- 
ent investigation has been to determine 
what changes have been made in the 
dictionary in the period from 1934 to 

1948 and thus to estimate how up to 

date it may be considered at present. 

Since the Merriam Company has fol-_ 

lowed the policy of completely re- 

vising Webster’s New International 

Dictionary about every twenty to 

twenty-five years, this may be con- 
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sidered an inter-edition review. 

Perhaps the most obvious change is 
the addition in the 1945 printing of a 
sixteen-page list of “New Words” im- 
mediately preceding the main vocabu- 
lary. An eight-page list had appeared 
in 1939. In reply to an inquiry the pub- 
lishers have stated that the present 
“New Words” section is “available at a 
nominal price to libraries using the 
‘second edition’ but... [is] not offered 
for use with earlier editions or with 
other dictionaries.” 

An estimate based on the number of 
words on a page confirms the pub- 
lishers’ claim that it includes around 

/1700 new words and additional mean- 
ings. Many of them are of a scientific 
or technical character and many of 
them likewise reflect the social, politi- 
cal and economic conditions of the war 
years. Though such a list adds another 
alphabet to those one must remember 
to search in Webster’s New Interna- 
tional, a list of this sort may be said to 
have a certain advantage. It serves as a 
proving ground for new words: those 
which become well established and con- 
tinue in use may be transferred to the 
next edition—while those whose use and 
importance is purely ephemeral may 
well be dismissed from consideration. 
To a limited extent this process of sel- 
ection is even now taking place since 
the list of 1948 is by no means exactly 
the same list as that copyrighted in 
1945. 

A list of new words taken from those 
published in the Britannica Book of the 
Year, the New International Yearbook 
and the Britannica publication, 10 
Eventful Years was checked against the 
1948 Webster’s New International and 
against the Funk & Wagnalls New 
Standard. It was found that the main 
vocabulary and “New Words” section of 
Webster’s contain a much larger per- 


centage of the words on this list than 
does the Funk & Wagnalls. 

Though a large proportion of the new 
information in Webster’s New Inter- 
national Dictionary is concentrated in 
its list of “New Words,” the editors are 
constantly changing the plates of the 
general vocabulary as new information 
comes to light and as errors are de- 
tected. Words of permanent value, and 
additional meanings of older words 
which can be inserted by plate cor- 
rections, without any real sacrifice of 
other necessary information, are often 
added in their proper alphabetical 
place. Additions noted were the terms 
earned income and trust institution, the 
technical terms photostable and jet- 
propelled, the proper nouns New Deal, 
Oxford Group Movement and Sand- 
hurst and the names of two new con- 
stellations of the Southern Hemisphere, 
Pictor and Tucana. As new scientific 
knowledge is acquired, certain changes 
become necessary. For instance, ma- 
terial in the entry vitamin has been en- 
tirely rewritten, the failure to confirm 
the announcement of the discovery of a 
new satellite of the planet Saturn made 
in 1905 is recorded, and the finding of 
several additional skull fragments of 
Pithecanthropus, the Java Man, in 1936- 
1937 is also noted. Changes in laws and 
customs are likewise reflected: under 
admiral the new rank of Admiral of 
the Fleet in the Navy of the United 
States with its insignia of five silver 
stars is mentioned; the use of the word 
plebe to denote a first-year midshipman 
at Annapolis is added to its other uses, 
and the definition of the term merit 
badge is extended to cover its use by 
the Girl as well as the Boy Scouts. 
Many definitions have been clarified 
and improved, e.g., those for silicified 
wood, lecithin, vampire, osmosis; others 
such as those for congresswoman, sleigh 
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bell, rutabaga and Turkoman have been 
corrected. New or additional pronun- 
ciations are supplied for many words; 
for example, Nazi, Nez Percé, liaison 
and Litvak. Tables on subjects ranging 
in importance from the constellations to 
the scoring system of contract bridge 
have been revised. Dates, bibliographi- 
cal references and the derivation of 
words have been examined and cor- 
rected. 

Since it is assumed that libraries will 
possess biographical dictionaries, atlases 
and gazetteers in their reference col- 
lections, the words in the biographical 
and geographical sections of the dic- 
tionary will probably interest them less 
than the regular vocabulary. The “Pro- 
nouncing Biographical Dictionary” of 
Webster’s New International contains 
fewer names of persons prominent in 
the news of the last ten years than does 
the Funk & Wagnalls New Standard 
and in fewer instances have dates of 
death been added for recently deceased 
persons. But owing to the very thor- 
ough revision of 1934, Webster’s New 
International includes many more of 
the newer geographic names than the 
Funk & Wagnalls New Standard. Both 
dictionaries are in need of revision in 
this respect, however. Neither one has 
an entry for Willow Run, Michigan, nox 
for Oak Ridge, Tennessee. Population 
figures in the “Pronouncing Gazetteer” 
of Webster’s New International may be 
corrected by referring to a table im- 
mediately preceding it, entitled “Popu- 
lation of Places in the United States 
Having More Than Five Thousand In- 
habitants in 1940” and to an additional 
table which treats of the population of 
states, territories and island possessions 
of the United States. The figures for 
foreign countries have not been 
changed: they were the latest available 
when the second edition was published. 


Because of the fairly recent complete 
revision of Webster’s New International 
few of the illustrations in it needed to 
be replaced. Some few changes in text 
illustrations have been noted, for in- 
stance a picture of a new Comptometer 
and one showing the type of telephone 
now in general use. The colored plates 
on flags, located in the first part of the 
volume, especially the sections showing 
the flags of “The International Code of 
Signals” and the “House Flags of 
Steamship Lines” have been brought up 
to date. By omitting illustrations of 
1930 models, three 1947 cars have been 
added to the plate called “Later Auto- 
mobiles.” The plates on Aircraft have 
been revised and one whole new plate 
on “Recent Types of Aircraft” is sup- 
plied. The two plates entitled “Types 
of Naval Vessels” are entirely new. In 
1939 the Alabama Legislature changed 
the seal of that state: this change, noted 
in the Funk & Wagnalls New Standard, 
has not been made in Webster’s New In- 
ternational. 

The Merriam Company makes no 
claim to a new edition or its equivalent, 
but maintains that its dictionary is 
reasonably up to date in view of the 
section of new words, the continual 
small revisions made with each print- 
irg, the changes in plates, addition of 
census figures, etc. Investigation* has 
shown that the main vocabulary and 
the “New Words” section preceding it, 
are as adequate and recent as one can 
reasonably expect them to be. Though 
the gazetteer might profit by the addi- 
tion of certain new place names, it can- 
not be considered seriously outmoded. 
The. least modern section of the dic- 





*By Rose B. Phelps and class in Advanced 
Bibliography, University of Illinois Library 
School and Helen M. Focke and class in 
Reférence, Western Reserve Library 
School. 
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tionary—the “Pronouncing Biographi- 
cal Dictionary” has been slated for early 
revision. 

Webster’s New International Diction- 
ary remains highly recommended to all 
libraries, especially to those which do 
not have the second edition and to 
those which are in need of replacements 
or additional copies. Libraries having 
early printings of the second edition 
should at least purchase the latest “New 
Words” section, and should consider 
seriously the purchase of the latest 
printing. 


Webster’s New International Dictionary 
of the English Language, A Mer- 
riam-Webster; William Allan Neil- 
son, editor-in-chief; Thomas A. 
Knott, general editor; Paul W. Car- 
hart, managing editor. 2d. ed. rev. and 
enl. with Reference History. 31 cm. 
Springfield, Mass., G. & C. Merriam 
Co., 1948. c1909-1934. New Words 
Section c1939, 1945. cxii, 3210, 360p. 
Regular paper styles: 3 v. buckram 
and 1 v. fabrikoid, cash $39.50; India- 
paper styles: 1 v. fabrikoid, cash 
$45.50, 1 v. lea. cash $51.50. 10% dis- 
count to schools and libraries. 


This Reference History edition of 
Webster’s New International is not sold 
in book stores, but only by subscription, 
direct to customers, and on monthly 
payments if desired, for a small ad- 
ditional carrying charge. Except for 
the history supplement of 403 pages it 
is identical with the 1948 printing of the 
regular trade edition. 

The Reference History edition was re- 
viewed in the October 1934 issue of the 
Subscription Books Bulletin and the 
description given in that issue is still 
generally applicable though certain 
changes have been made in order to 
bring the history to date. As noted in 
the earlier review, the first part con- 


sists of a short outline or “World His- 
tory,” by periods. This is followed by a 
much longer section on “National His- 
tories” in which are considered the 
histories of individual countries (157 
pages) and the United States of Ameri- 
ca (70 pages), including the treatment 
of each of the states, territories and 
dependencies. All of these sections end 
approximately with the date 1933. 
Chapter VI, or the last chapter of the 
“World History” section in the 1934 
edition, is entitled “The Post-War 
Period: 1919 to 1933.” The revision 
chiefly consists in the addition of a long 
chapter (VII) on pages numbered 310? 
to 31043 which is called “Current His- 
tory including World War II,” placed at 
the end of the section on national his- 
tories, and before the index. 

Though the separation of Chapters VI 
and VII is somewhat confusing, the 
supplementary material seems to have 
been carefully compiled and edited and 
its arrangement is such as to make it 
a useful supplement to both the world 
and national history sections. The his- 
tory of each year from 1934 through 
1945 is separately treated, each annual 
history beginning with a general dis- 
cussion of the international situation 
followed by sections dealing with the 
history of each of the important nations 
and empires of the world during that 
year. 

At the end of the “National Histories” 
in the 1934 edition certain miscellaneous 
tables were supplied of which the most 
important was a “Synchronized His- 
torical Table” covering world history. 
The table is modernized in this print- 
ing by the addition of one page (310') 
which covers the period from 1934 to 
1940 and adds a new section on the 
period of World War II, 1940-1945. 
The excellent plates of the “Presidents 
of the United States” and of “Notables 
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of the British Empire” have been re- 
cently revised to give portraits of per- 
sons now before the public. 

The index is the same as in the 1934 
edition. It does not include entries for 
the new material and a separate index 
for Chapter VII is not supplied. 

The objections which most libraries 
make to the combination of a reference 
history and an unabridged dictionary 
in one volume have been well stated 
in the 1934 review and are still valid. 
It is, however, worth noting that the 
publishers now issue a reference history 
edition in three handy volumes, bound 
in stout red buckram, which is less 
subject to the criticism formerly made 
of this edition, inasmuch as only the 
letters T-Z, occupying about a sixth of 
the space of the general vocabulary, are 
now in the last volume with the refer- 
ence history. But in libraries well sup- 
plied with annuals, historical outlines 
and historical reference books, this his- 
torical summary is unnecessary. Homes, 
schools and smaller libraries in need of 
such material may well consider this 
edition and weigh the advantages of 
buying it against those of purchasing 
separate reference works on history. 
Though the material is excellent and 
arranged in a thoroughly usable man- 
ner, the extra cost seems somewhat high 
and will discourage many prospective 
purchasers. Again the decision must 
be that the Reference History edition 
is recommended only where it is be- 
lieved that its use will thoroughly jus- 
tify its cost. 


Woman’s Home Companion Garden 
Book; for all sections of the United 
States and Canada; by fifty horti- 
cultural specialists; ed. by John C. 
Wister . . . 21.5 cm. New York, P. F. 
Collier & Son Corp., 1947. xx, 1024p. 
illus. DeLuxe Subscription ed. $6; 


Trade ed. $4.95. Regular library dis- 
counts prevail. 


The introduction of the Woman’s 
Home Companion Garden Book says 
“The purpose of this book is to help 
gardening enthusiasts, the beginner as 
well as the experienced amateur, in 
every section of the United States and 
Canada.” 

The book contains 56 signed chap- 
ters and is divided into 6 parts: Geo- 
graphic and Climatic Garden Regions; 
Garden Making and Garden Practice; 
Plant Material (General); Plant Ma- 
terial (Special); Special Gardens and 
Special Uses of Plants; Plant Science 
and Special Information. 

The section dealing with geographic 
and climatic regions is subdivided into 
“Extreme Cold Area;” “Great Tem- 
perate Area;” “Southern Atlantic and 
Gulf States;” “Rocky Mountain States;” 
“Southwest;” “Pacific Northwest.” There 
is a general description of each of 
these areas, covering climate, soil, rain- 
fall and types of plants applicable to 
each section. 

Part II, Garden Making and Gar- 
den Practice, contains such chapters 
as: “Design;” “Color;” “Soil” (in- 
cluding the making of humus, fertil- 
izers and the elements essential to plant 
growth); “Construction;” Mainte- 
nance;” “Friends and Enemies of the 
Garden;” etc. A number of subjects 
which are covered in these chapters 
would be useful in any climate, such as 
the necessary garden tools and equip- 
ment, insecticides, pruning, and making 
of garden walls. 

Three of the six divisions of Plant 
Material (General) deal with “Hardy 
Trees, Shrubs and Vines,” “Perennials 
and Biennials,” and “Hardy Bulbs.” 

Plant Material (Special) treats of 15 
individual plant and flower names, e.g., 
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Lilacs, Daffodils, Cactus and its last 
chapter is entitled “Miscellaneous Lists 
of Plants and Suggestions for Begin- 
ners.” When the individual plants are 
discussed it becomes apparent that the 
book is not entirely designed for every 
section of the United States and Canada 
as stated in the introduction because 
the emphasis is on eastern and cold 
weather climates. The chapter on 
fuchsias is excellent and is useful in 
any locality, since different methods of 
care are specified for different regions. 
On the other hand, the chapter on roses 
is primarily eastern, giving the planting 
time for New England and Central 
states, but making no mention of the 
bare root planting in January in the 
Southwest. Many familiar varieties of 
the West are not mentioned. 

Part V, Special Gardens and Special 
Uses of Plants covers “Rock and Wall 
Gardens;” “City Gardens;” “Hedges;” 
“Vegetable Gardens;” “House Plants;” 
etc. The section on house plants lists a 
number, such as calla lilies, geraniums, 
and lantanas, giving their culture and 
care as house plants only, with no treat- 
ment of them as outdoor plants. In the 
Southwest they are all grown in the 
open. 

The last part, Plant Science and Spe- 
cial Information, gives historical back- 
grounds of plant life, the history of 
organizations and information on botan- 


ical gardens. A classified reading list 
and a glossary of gardening terms con- 
clude the volume. 

The book is beautifully illustrated 
with colored plates and with many 
black-and-white drawings giving meth- 
ods for making cuttings, grafting, prun- 
ing, etc., which are very good. 

The paper is good and the book is 
substantially bound. 

The Woman’s Home Companion Gar- 
den Book has much general, practical, 
concise information on cultural prac- 
tices which would be of use to garden- 
ers all over the country. However, its 
emphasis on plants suitable for the east- 
ern and midwestern states will limit its 
usefulness except in those areas. For 
this reason it is recommended for gen- 
eral library use in the Middle West 
and eastern states only. 





Psscmon to quote a review in full 
is granted only to the publisher of 
the work reviewed. Permission to 
quote a review in part must be ob- 
tained from the American Library 
Association. Publishers of books or sets 
recommended herein wishing to refer 
to the Subscription Books Commit- 
tee’s appraisal of their work should 
avoid such statements as “Recom- 
mended (or endorsed) by the A.L.A.” 
Such a_ statement falsely implies 
action on the part of the association. 
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